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Florida Coalition for Alcohol Policy Press Release
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – May 4, 2011 
The Florida Senate passed a bill on May 3rd that will increase penalties on adults who knowingly allow house parties to take place, where minors possess or consume alcohol or drugs. Senate Bill 746/ House Bill 105 passed the Senate on a 38-1 Floor vote. House Bill 105 passed 116-0 last week in the House. House Bill 105 will go before the Governor for final approval.   
Senate Bill 746 sponsored by Senator Thad Altman (R – Rockledge) and House Bill 105 sponsored by Representative Tom Goodson (R – Rockledge) stiffen criminal penalties for party hosts that allow underage drinking parties, especially if the minor who consumed alcohol is killed or seriously injured or if the minor causes or contributes to causing injury or death to another person. The legislation increases the penalty from a second degree misdemeanor to a first degree misdemeanor, which carries a fine not to exceed $1,000 and a term of imprisonment not to exceed one year.
                    Dwight Severs, City Attorney of Titusville, has requested and supported enhanced open house party penalty 
                    legislation for the past five years. His son Matt Severs, age 17, was killed after he and other high school classmates 
                    attended an open house party and the vehicle he was riding in as a passenger rolled over several times. “It has been
                    a long journey and in memory of our son, we hope that other parents may be spared the tragic death of a child and 
                    that people who have open house parties think twice about the potential consequences of their actions,” said Dwight
                    Severs. “We hope they will be held more accountable.”

                   Laura and Roland Kennedy, parents of Greg Kennedy, who reside in Sarasota County, also supported this
                   legislation. In 2008, their son was beaten to death while attending an open house party hosted by the 
                   parents of a 17 year old. “Gregory's death is present every minute of every day in our minds.” said Laura 
                   Kennedy. “This very important legislative effort will increase the punishment for those adults that choose to 
                   endanger our children by allowing underage drinking parties, especially when it leads to serious injury or 
                   death. We hope the increased penalty wakes our community up.” 

                  This legislation was supported by the Florida Coalition for Alcohol Policy (FCAP), the Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
                  Association (FADAA), the Stop Open House Parties (S.T.O.P.) Organization, the City of Titusville, Mothers Against 
                  Drunk Driving (MADD) Florida, the Tampa Alcohol Coalition (TAC), the Gainesville Police Department, the Parents
                  of Murdered Children (POMC), the Florida Coalition Alliance (FCA), the Orlando Sentinel, Florida Today, as well as
                  community coalitions throughout the state.
                                   
             FCAP advocated for this bill because it would reduce youth access to alcohol and prevent underage drinking related 
             injuries and death.                

             Florida has a higher rate of underage drinking that the national average (Monitoring the Future survey, 2009). 70% 
             of Florida high school seniors admitted to drinking alcohol in their lifetime, 46% admitted to drinking in the past
             month and 27% admitted to “binge” drinking (2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey). The main source of
             alcohol for middle and high school students was that “someone gave it to me” and the usual drinking location was
             “someone else’s house” (2010 FYSAS). In Florida, underage drinking is often facilitated by the hosts of open house
             parties.  

             The total cost of underage drinking to the state of Florida in 2007 was $3.1 billion or $167 per Florida resident, 
             according to a 2009 research report, “Economic Costs of Underage Drinking in Florida”.


                   FCAP MISSION: The Florida Coalition for Alcohol Policy's mission is to support the development and 
                   implementation of preventative alcohol policies at the state and local levels, educate stakeholders and decision makers 
                   on the efficacy of various policy proposals, and promote citizen advocacy efforts to advance effective public policy. 

For more information on FCAP, go to www.myfcap.org. 

Contact: Ellen Snelling at 813-731-2696 or Chris Franzetti at 850-445-3674.
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