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  To Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking
Introduction 

Alcohol is the most widely used substance of abuse among America’s youth. Underage alcohol use plays a significant role in risky sexual behavior, physical and sexual assaults, accidental injuries, and suicide. The Surgeon General’s Call to Action To Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking seeks to engage all levels of government as well as individuals, agencies and organizations in a coordinated effort to reduce underage drinking and its adverse consequences. Government officials and legislators can contribute to prevention efforts by developing and enacting legislation that will reduce youth access to alcohol and increase the penalties for adults who provide alcohol to persons under the age of 21.  

Facts
· About 5,000 people under age 21 die from alcohol-related injuries, including motor vehicle crashes, homicides, and suicides each year. Alcohol is a leading contributor to death from injuries, the main cause of death for young people.
· Underage alcohol use can damage the developing brain, which continues to mature into the early to mid-twenties.
· 17% of 8th graders, 34% of 10th graders and 45% of 12th graders reported using alcohol in the past 30 days (2006 Monitoring the Future national drug use survey).
· In Florida, 76% of 12th graders reported drinking alcohol in their lifetime and 52% drank alcohol in the past 30 days. 32% reported binge drinking five or more drinks in one occasion. (2006 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey).

· 66% of underage Florida college students reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 days. 47% of college students reported binge drinking in the past two weeks, and 31% reported driving under the influence of alcohol. (2005 Core Alcohol and Drug Survey of Florida college students).
· 1,239 alcohol-related fatalities, 17,783 alcohol-related injuries and 23,864 alcohol-related crashes occurred in Florida- all increases from 2004 crash data. (2005 HSMV Florida Traffic Crash Facts)
 

· 20 to 24 year old drinking drivers had the highest rate of crashes and fatal crashes per 10,000 licensed drivers and drinking drivers 16 to 19 years old had the second highest rate of fatal crashes in 2005. (2005 HSMV Florida Traffic Crash Facts) 
Policy Recommendations
· Eliminate low-price, high-volume drink specials, especially in proximity to college campuses, military bases, and other locations with a high concentration of youth.

· Control or reduce the number of bars and other alcohol outlets located near the campus.

· Enforce minimum drinking age laws and other measures targeting underage drinkers, merchants who sell alcohol to youth, and people who provide alcohol to youth, to reduce alcohol availability. 

· Hold adults accountable for underage drinking at house parties, even when those adults are not at home.

· Conduct regular and comprehensive programs to check restaurants, retail outlets, and other vendors of alcohol products for compliance with underage drinking laws (e.g., through keg registration programs) and apply substantial fines that increase with each violation and temporary or permanent license revocation for repeated violations.

· Require compliance training as a condition of employment for all sellers and servers of alcohol in restaurants and bars. Ensure that bars and other alcohol outlets located near a college campus comply with server training regulations and enforce all policies and laws with respect to underage youth.

· Eliminate alcohol sponsorship of athletic events and other campus social activities and restrict or eliminate alcohol sales at concerts and at athletics and other campus events. 
· Work to ensure policies at all levels are consistent with the national goal of preventing and reducing underage drinking and its consequences.

Reference
The Surgeon General's Call to Action to Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking, 2007. Copies of the Surgeon General’s report and other related materials are available at www.surgeongeneral.gov or by calling the National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information at 1-800-729-6686.
Resources

For more information and resources on Florida alcohol policy, contact: Ellen Snelling, member of Florida Coalition for Alcohol Policies (FCAP). er.snelling@verizon.net, 813-983-1939. FCAP web site: www.myfcap.org
PAGE  
2

